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The relation of the Umayyad poet Al-Farazdaq
to Kadhima and other lands of Kuwait:
A historical study (20 — 114 A.H/ 641 — 732 CE)

Faisal A. Alwazzan®

Abstract

Objectives: This study explored the issue of the Umayyad poet
Al-Farazdaq’s affiliation to Kadhima in the land of Kuwait and thus
attempted to make up for recent studies that neglected to clarify this
issue. Methodology: The study employed the descriptive and ana-
lytical approaches when relying on the Diwan of Al-Farazdaq, the
Diwan of Al-Naqa’id, and the classical sources, in addition to the
results of archaeological research and modern geographic studies
in order to match and compare the old and current names of plac-
es in Kuwait. Results: It was found that Al-Farazdaq grew up and
lived in Al-Miqar Village at Kadhima region with his family and
his tribal branch, and that Al-Farazdaq passed through areas that
are still known by the same name, or names that have been slightly
distorted, such as Al-Shaji, Burgan, Al-Daww, Al-Liyah, Al-Hafir,
Batn Falj, Arfaj, Al-Si’ab, Al-Sidan, Dhat Al-Rimth, Al-Adan, and
Al-Raha. Al-Farazdaq also described Kadhima and mentioned the
marine environment, the community of fishermen and sailors, pearl
diving culture, the Bedouins, and the semi-Bedouins who provide
logistical services on the travel routes passing through Kuwait.
Conclusion:This study presented an example of historical figures
whom the sources obscured their homeland. It was shown that with
elaborate research we can affirm their original place of residence.
This method can be useful on other historical figures mentioned in
Al-Farazdaq’s Diwan, whom al-Farazdaq met in Kadhima and its
surroundings, or who were his relatives, or whom he mentioned,
satirized, or boasted about. The outcome of such research will even-
tually increase our understanding of the history of the Kadhima re-
gion and its surroundings in the early Islamic era.

Keywords: Umayyad History , Al-Farazdaq , Kadhima , Kuwait
in Islamic era
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