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Spatial analysis of mosque sites in the State of Kuwait
using geographic information systems

Muhammad G. Almatar®
Abstract

Objectives: This study focused on understanding the nature of the
geographical distribution of mosques in the urban area of Kuwait
and evaluating religious services from a geographical perspective.
Method: The study relied on the statistical approach to study its
geographical distribution, and to determine its adequacy and com-
patibility with the population distribution in the study area. Re-
sults: The geographical distribution of mosques in the State of
Kuwait is irregular. There are areas where the number of mosques
exceeds the actual need, and there are areas where there is a short-
age and there is a need to establish new mosques, as there is no
harmony between the number of mosques and the population dis-
tribution there. The regions: (Sharq, Al-Qibla, Umm Al-Hayman,
and Sabah Al-Salem) are considered to have a high density in the
number of mosques, while the neighboring regions have a lower
density in the number of mosques. As for the regions: (Al-Shadda-
diya and Amghara), they are among the regions with a low density
in the number of mosques, and they are surrounded by areas The
density of mosques is higher than them, and this shows that there
is a weak direct relationship between population numbers and the
number of mosques in the regions. That is, as the population in-
creases in the regions, the number of mosques in them increases by
an insufficient percentage. Conclusion: The study reached many
results that may contribute to improving the level of religious ser-
vices in the study area, as good geographical distribution of social
and religious services usually results in reaching the desired goal
of services, which is achieving justice and raising the level of ef-
ficiency and adequacy of services. The results of this study may
contribute to the decision maker in improving the nature of the
geographical distribution of mosques in the State of Kuwait.

Keywords: geography of Kuwait, mosques, geography of ser-
vices, geographic information systems
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